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But before we get ahead of ourselves,
maybe we should establish an
operational definition of what we mean
by the word masculinity. According to
www.dictionary.com, masculinity is:

1. The properties characteristics of
the male sex.

2. The traits of behaving in ways 
considered typical for males

Miriam-Webster’s online dictionary
www.m-w.com, defines it as:

3. Of, relating to, or constituting the
gender that ordinarily includes 
most words or grammatical forms
referring to males.

A summarised definition is that habitual
behavioural patterns are demonstrated
by males regardless of ethnic
background, creed, culture, class, or
status. Masculinity cannot be discussed
in a vacuum; we must consider it in the
context in which it is nourished, nurtured,
and allowed to thrive; the societal
envi ronment.   Society is  the
environmental playground for all human
attributes and society dictates which
behaviours are tolerable and which are
not acceptable.

On the surface, gender tells us who is
male or female, in a biological sense.
But gender also has a darker side; this
aspect of gender is a social construct,

governed by society. It informs us about
what behaviours are acceptable as men
and women, which characteristics are
considered masculine, and which are
feminine. Gender, in this context, has
no regards for our passions, dreams or
any of our personal feelings; it is cut
and dried.

Attitudes about gender and gender
stereotyping is learned through
socialising, and reinforced through
education, religion, entertainment, and
cultural systems. Boys evolve into
manhood by studying the behavioural
patterns of famous, and often times,
infamous masculine models then
adopting and adapting those models of
masculinity to suit their needs.
Masculine models are generally sourced
from, sports, the movies, the cover of
magazines, gangs, prisons, men who
are perceived to be wealthy and
powerful; or at least men who symbolise
power.

Furthermore, men replicate the manly
traits that are perceived to be most
celebrated by society, especially our
female counterpart. It’s a delicate
balance though, to be the proverbial
Bad Boy, in public, yet Mr. Sensitive in
private life. Men have public and private
images to uphold, like I said it is a
delicate balance.

The traditional model of masculinity

requires that a man handle his business,
you suck it up or as a boy walk it off
(this pain, lots of it, could be physical
or emotional); you don’t get emotional,
you don’t cry. These are definite signs
of weakness, and might be cause of
embarrassment or a call for further
infliction of pain; aggression is good, to
compromise is bad.

In the movies, traditional models of
masculinity promotes John Wayne (Mr.
“Yuh better get tough kid”), Bruce Willis
(Die Hard, Die Harder, Die Hardest,
and Die On), Mel Gibson (Lethal
Weapon). In sports, masculinity is
rewarded with outrageous sums of
monies for playing games that most
men would play for free anyway. In
church, we learn that men are leaders,
and protectors, and that women must
do as they are told (at least that is how
biblical information is translated by
men). I can’t understand why women
are usually the ones to organise church,
community, and fundraising events, but
it is the pastor who receives all the
praise when the events are successful.
We need to develop new models of
masculinity.

Notice I said models as opposed to
model. Men cover a wide spectrum of
characteristics and attributes, from
extremely sensitive to extremely rough
and rugged, from kind to cold-hearted,
and every mix of characteristics.
However, I would like to offer one
possible model of masculinity, based
on several attributes that still allow men
to feel manly, but take those
characteristics into account that would
be of value to any individual and the
society in which they live.

A Model for the New Masculinity
Ernesto Vialva

There have been many discussions concerning the negative
attributes of masculinity. And, even more calls for a new model.
However, there have been very few concrete suggestions on
how this new masculinity should look, feel, and function in
everyday life, to the benefit of men, women, children, their
communities, and all concerned.

Continues on next page...
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These are the seven attributes which I
believe can aid in defining a new model
of masculinity.

Responsible: Responsible men are
conscientious and accountable for their
act ions,  posi t ive or  negat ive.

Respectful: Respectful men are guided
by their principles and are respectful of
others.

Confident: Confident men’s
guiding principle are belief
in themselves and their
abilities. Confident men are
less influenced by traditional
models, or coerced through
peer pressure; they are men
with their own vision. They
make dec is ions  and
understand that if their
decisions don’t yield the
intended results, they can
make new decisions; they
determine their own destiny
by the decisions they make.

Empowered: Empowered
men are able to use their
capacity and knowledge-base, to create
oppor tun i t ies  for  themselves.
Empowered men don’t measure
success by status, wealth, material
p o s s e s s i o n s ,  t i t l e s ,  p u b l i c
accomplishments and accolades.
Empowered men set goals, manage
them, achieve them; and then regard
them with a sense of accomplishment
and satisfaction.

Love for life: Men who love life, respect
life. Their passion for life sets them on
a quest to experience life. Men who
love life find it too precious, too golden
to deny someone else the joy and pains

of life. In other words they don’t take
life, they inspire it.

Caring: Men who care about their
communities are busy trying to build it
up, not tearing it down. They want better,
not just for themselves and their families,
but for the community which defines
them; they understand that it was
community that gave them a sense of
belonging. Their community is where
they experienced the first days of

school, fist kisses, playgrounds, and a
sense of childhood. Their legacy is to
leave a better community for their
children to inherit.

Able to negotiate not Violate: Men,
who rather negotiate, are men who
prefer win-win outcomes.  They prefer
to talk things out as opposed to fighting
it out. They look for the best of both
worlds; happy endings and new
beginnings.

This is by no means a definitive list, nor
is it intended to be moralistic in nature.
However, it does address the virtues of

a man rather than the physical and
materialistic aspects that are generally
promoted and celebrated in today’s
popular culture. Mind you, I’m not
downing anyone’s right to have
preferences, but imagine how many
healthier relationships there would be,
how many less abusive relationships,
how many less sex crimes, how many
less senseless murders, how many less
gangs, there would be, if the model of
mascul in i ty  was Responsib le,

Respectful, Confidence,
Empowered, Has a love
for life, Caring, and Able
to negotiate.

The Western Province
slogan for the 16 Days
of Activism 2005, read
My Strength Is Not For
Hurting, that seems like
a  good  p lace  to
engender a paradigm
for a new masculinity.
Let us challenge our
masculinity to become
something more than
brawns, let us use our
masculinity to protect
and bui ld healthy,
ubuntu communities.

Let us use our strength for the greater
communal good by establishing a
responsible, respectful, confident,
empowered, life loving, people caring,
model of a new masculinity. Let us be
humans who are humane.

It’s great to be great,
but it’s greater to be human

Will Rogers

...Continues from previous page
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Today, South Africa is a country in development, a so-called
third world country, previously colonised by European
Christians. Approximately three quarters of all South Africans
describe themselves as Christians. While for some people
it is a superficial commitment, for many others it is much
more profound than one typically finds in churches in the
West. For example, in the 70’s an amazing growth in the
African independent church movement was reported. There
were approximately 3000 churches in South Africa. In the
light of this information it seems reasonable to estimate that
there was a total membership of nearly a quarter of the
African population, about four million people.  The European
Christian colonisation has left its legacy for  future generations.
Thus it makes sense that in order to understand the whole
gender-society structure in South Africa one has to understand
the history of religion. Gender and religion are closely linked
as our perceptions of ourselves are shaped by and deeply
rooted in our culturally shared religious and philosophical
heritage.

Most countries in Southern Africa have their origin in a
patriarchal society, and in addition the missionary heritage
is also rooted in patriarchal principles. As a result of this
combination, leadership has been a male privilege for a long
time.

According to scholars of Southern African history, the
colonisers of this country used their beliefs and creeds, based
on their andocentric1 reading of the sacred texts, as tools to
shape the natives’ minds.  This was done in order to obtain
land as well as to establish a social structure according to
their worldview and interests. They became a great power
on the continent. As a requirement of their ambitions, they
taught the South African native people a Christian European

patriarchal structure. One of the results was that they
inculcated2 in society the role of women “according to God’s
Scriptures”. They taught women how they should behave in
order to become ‘good’ women, ‘good’ mothers and ‘good’
wives.

“There is a large agenda to be
addressed in order to overcome

women’s invisibility, marginalisation,
and subordination in history

and society.”

Currently South Africa is a country with a society juxtaposed3

in Christianity, poverty and oppression, each growing day-
by-day. Consequently it becomes vital for us, as activists, as
students, as lay people and scholars to start questioning and
fighting against this antagonistic reality. There is a large
agenda to be addressed in order to overcome women’s
invisibility, marginalisation and subordination in history and
society. Religion has not only been the matrix of cultures and
civilisations, but it structures reality – including that of gender.
It encompasses the deepest level of what it means to be
human. Contemporary research challenges the existing
paradigms of religious studies.

Male domination in society and in the religious environment
is a serious reality. Social justice, and especially sexual
justice, cannot be achieved without a culture transformation,
e.g. a change in the conceptions of truths and values. Without
this transformation the problem of the influence of religion
on culture will not be solved. In our contemporary ambiguous
social reality these important issues must be addressed and

Understanding Women & Religion
Elaine Nogeira

Since religious traditions have influenced social reality throughout history, and still do so today,
gender-sensitive analysis is essential for tracing the impact of religion on the understanding of
gender difference – historically and currently, globally and locally – in relation to customs,
traditions, sexuality and interpersonal relationships. SAMGI stands for equality and promotes
human rights by increasing the range of voices heard in Southern Africa through participatory
education, advocacy, lobbying and media production. It is one of the biggest interests of the
institution to unveil the roots of gender oppression among the social structure in Southern
Africa, consequently improving the status of women.

Continues on next page...
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the face of Religion changed, for example by questioning
the reasons why women are not allowed in the sacerdotal4

field, why they are not arguing their position in society and
their role as women inside the family.

Consequently, we would like to put forward a theology of
equity that brings freedom to any person in any context or
faith. We would like to help to provide a new gender orientation
for religious people. We want to methodologically and
practically reflect on the study of religion in relation to gender
and add in the construction of gender identity amongst
religious people.  We should consider not only the construction
of femininity but also that of masculinity.

Hence giving them the benefit of an alternative, a theology
according to women’s eyes, a theology engaged with the
truth, without letting the heart of any faith down, Jesus or the
Prophet. The theology should be committed to freedom of
gender, race, and class.  Hence, motherhood and womanhood
can be “re-thought”.

We truly believe that African women could be one of the
leading forces against the sexist reality of our context. They
could unmask the andocentric misinterpretation of the
Scriptures from the vantage point of women’s experiences
and it could become a tool to reach the objectives of equality.

We at SAMGI position ourselves as a counterculture people;
we reject the andocentric reading of any sacred scripture in
any culture or religion and give attention to the oppressed
and the marginalised of society who are mostly women. We
acknowledge that the sacred texts’ contents are aimed to
restore humanity, to bring liberation to the oppressed in all
contexts: white or black; religious or secular; poor or rich;
working class or housewives; lesbian or sex workers, on all
continents, to discover their real worth and to realise their
role among the society as valuable people.

The Women and Religion project at SAMGI aims to help
women in South African religious communities analyse their
heritage and their colonial and missionary history.  As well
as to guide them to reflect on their religious-culture and to
work on finding the roots of economic disadvantage, the
roots of poverty, racism and sexism, offering them resources
to make their voices heard. This will be done through
monitoring religious media, community gatherings and

hermeneutic training. The media can be a powerful tool in
fighting against religious discrimination.

For more information on the Women & Religion Project, contact
Elaine Nogueira on 021 4240653 or elaine@samgi.org.za

1.Centered or focused on men, often to the neglect or 
exclusion of women: an androcentric view of history;
an androcentric health-care system.

2. To teach or fix (ideas, habits, a warning, etc) firmly in
their mind by constant repetition.

3. To place side by side, especially for comparison or 
contrast.

4.Of or relating to priests or the priesthood; priestly.

5. Of or relating to  and that is the critical explanation or
analysis, especially of a text or sacred text, such as 
of the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, the 
Talmud, the Midrash, the Ou’ran, etc.

6. The theory and methodology of interpretation, especially
of scriptural text.

...Continues from previous page
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The 365 Days of Activism Campaign was launched on the
8th of March 2007, International Women’s Day, by South
African Deputy President Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka. The
National Plan of Action follows a conference that adopted
the Kopanong Declaration held in May 2006 which aims at
sustaining the 16 Days of Activism throughout the year in
South Africa.

The Kopanong Declaration envisaged that the 16 days of
Activism campaign
wou ld  become  a
platform to increase
awareness and take
stock of gaps and
ach ievemen ts ,  t o
ensu re  sus ta ined
measurable efforts to
end gender violence.
The focal point at this
conference was the
high levels of violence
against women and
children in South Africa.

South Africa is the first
country to develop and
launch a National Action
Plan which would
promote and sustain the
16 Days of Activism
throughout the year and
heed the call of the UN
Secretary General in
2006 for all countries to
develop a comprehensive, multi sector action plan for ending
gender based violence.

The vision of the National Plan of Action is to see South
Africa free from gender based violence where women, men,
girls and boys can realise their full potential. Deputy President
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka stressed this in her speech made
at the launch of the National Plan of Action by stating that
even though the Domestic Violence Act and Maintenance
Act were designed to further women and children, many are
still subjected to different forms of abuse.

The plan visualizes that all South African government
departments and civil society organisations will as stakeholders
use this National Action Plan as the basis to develop their
own strategic plans to ensure unity of purpose and efforts to
achieve maximum impact in the process of eradicating gender
based violence. The campaign’s objectives are prevention,
response and support.

On a daily basis in South
Africa and internationally
women are faced with the
reality of abuse at the hands
of those they trust and love.
According to research done
in South Africa, all provinces
excluding Gauteng showed
an increase in the number
of reported indecent assault
cases. The highest increase
in the rate of indecent
assault occurred in the
Northern and Western
Cape.

United Nations Secretary-
general Ban Ki-moon stated
i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  o n
International Women’s Day
that violence against women
are too often covered up or
tactically condoned in
society and that “women
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e

underrepresented in decision-making positions, while their
work continues to be undervalued, underpaid or not paid at
all”. This contributes to the women not reporting the abuse
because they are economically dependent on their partner,
who is the abuser.

The Deputy President also echoed this statement in her
speech, “Many women and children who are victims of
violence are abused by the people they know, love, admire
and trust. This phenomenon makes it very difficult to police
such crimes”.

365 Days of Activism
Aniela Gella
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The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights adopted and proclaimed by the
General Assembly of United Nations on
the 10th  December 1948, stipulates in
article 3 that:       ” Everyone has the
right to life, liberty and security of
person.”  In the strictest sense, the right
to life protects every human being against
physical attacks with the intent to commit
bodily harm by any entity or another
human being; and ensures that they are
free to pursue a life of their choosing
fashioned from their innate abilities under
the protection of State and country.   In
other words, neither State nor individual
can, in the name of some vague
maintenance of peace, safety, respect
for the political institution of democracy,
cause the deaths of thousands of
innocent human beings. Such attitudes
violate the spirit and the letter of the
Charter of Human Rights.

The recent events in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) are rampant
with examples of political leaders, who
have violated the civil population’s right
to life, liberty and security of person, in
order to maintain and pursue their political
interests. From March 22 to March 23,
2007, six months after the second round
of the presidential election, Kinshasa, the
capital of the DRC, has been scarred by
heavy fighting between government
troops and those loyal to former vice-
president and presidential rival J.J.
Bemba. Fighting between the two camps

erupted when a government ultimatum
for Bemba’s forces to join the Congolese
army was due to expire.
The government issued the ultimatum
three weeks earlier and the army
appeared to have been moving in to take
forcible action; despite the fact that the
two sides were in ongoing negotiations
about the appropriate size of a personal
guard to Bemba.

As a result of this fighting, approximately
500 people died; this is excluding those
severely wounded people, most of whom
were civilians. Among the victims, were
a significant number of women who, at
the time were looking for food to feed
their families. Consequently, it appears
that many innocent people paid with their
lives because of the political ambitions
and inconsideration of talking heads, in
the name of the law. When does the
principle sacrosanct:” Salus populi
suprema lex”, apply? This means that
the safety of people is higher than the
law.

Where is the place for peaceful
negotiations in human relations? Had the
political leaders truly understood the
lessons and meaning of democracy, the
art of negotiations would have been
employed and there would have been no
need for loss of life or needless suffering.
Etymologically, the word democracy
originates from the old Greek word
“DEMOKRATIA”, DEMOS mean people

and KRATOS  means power, or
sovereignty.  Therefore, a democracy
supposes “the power of people, by the
people and for the people”; which means
that the power belongs to the people. It
is the people that exert the power through
the leaders which they have elected. And,
this power must be exerted to their
benefit.

Unfortunately, in some African countries,
the same people who grant the power
are often victimized by violence
emanating from the actions of those to
whom they endowed with the power to
serve and protect them. Such follies are
confusing to the citizens, and demonstrate
an appalling comprehension and
application of democratic principles.
Often, it is in young African democracies
that confused, weaken citizens are killed,
abused, swindled, further impoverished
and lied to, all in the name of democracy.
It is necessary to note that these affairs
concern not only the DRC, but also
several other African states.

SAMGI is particularly interested in the
situation in the DRC, because we promote
Human Rights by increasing the range
of voices heard in Southern Africa. In
addition, the DRC is a Member Country
of the Southern African Developing
Countries (SADC).

Therefore, it is necessary to note SAMGI’s
concerns due to the recent unfortunate
events in the DRC, because there were
multiple violations of basic human rights.
Human Rights violations that left many
innocent human beings dead, severely
wounded, unable to work, to study, and
unable to receive appropriate care due
to a lack of doctors. Amongst the violated
are many women and chi ldren.

The Right to Life and the Young African Democracy
Roger Liwanga

As the world spins into the twenty-first century, many developed and developing
nations are trying to improve the living conditions of their citizens. Countries are
desperately trying to construct environments free of the miseries of famine, diseases
and global warming, while promoting the right to life as a crowned principle of human
development and evolution. African leaders, however, are still in the darkness; they
don’t know with which foot to dance. Their actions of self-preservation at the high cost
of human suffering and life, clearly demonstrates that well being of their citizenship,
which has been entrusted  to their care, is of little importance to them.
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Violence and HIV: Addressing the Link
All over the world, women experience
violence at the hands of their intimate
partners at staggering rates. The World
Health Organisation reports that
anywhere from 10-69 percent of women
experience physical abuse at least once
in their lives.1

And all over the world, women are being
infected with HIV at higher rates than
men. In sub-Saharan Africa, 59 percent
of HIV infected people are women.2

And young girls are 3 times more likely
to get HIV than boys.3

It’s time to make the connection between
these two statistics: women are at
increased risk of HIV exposure because
of the high levels of violence they
experience. Dr Peter Piot, executive
Director of UNAIDS, makes the link very
clearly. “We must eliminate violence
against women if we are to stop the
spread of AIDS”.

Studies from the region indicate that
women who have experienced violence
are up to three times more likely to get
HIV than those who have not.4  And
once infected, women are at an
increased risk of violence from their
partners, family or community when
they reveal their positive status or seek
treatment or services.

At the heart of women’s vulnerability to
violence and HIV/Aids is the imbalance
of power between women and men. But
why exactly does men’s power over
women increase their vulnerability to
both violence and HIV? Here are seven
reasons.

1. Inability to negotiate for safe sex

The threat of violence often limits a

woman’s ability to negotiate for safe
sex. If a man has all the power in a
relationship, a woman isn’t able to insist
that her partner be faithful, or that he
use a condom. A South African study
found that women who experienced
violence were six times more likely to
use condoms inconsistently than those
who did not experience violence.5  In a
Ugandan study, three in four men and
women considered it unacceptable for
a married woman to ask her partner to
use a condom during sex.6 

It is now known that married women
are most at risk for HIV. People are
socialized to believe that decisions about
sex are the right of men and that it is
women’s obligation to be sexually
available to men. But when those men
have multiple partners and HIV, the risk
for women is deadly.

2. Forced sex

Forced sex is one way in which women’s
subordinate position to men makes them
more vulnerable to violence and HIV.
Dozens of studies from around Africa
show that many women have
experienced forced sex by their intimate
partners – 30 percent in Kenya7, 24
percent in Uganda8,  25 percent in
Zimbabwe9.

Violence in the form of forced sex
increases the risk of HIV as the chance
of vaginal tearing and transmission of
the virus is high.10  And clearly, with
forced sex, there is no option to use
safe sex practices.

3. Coerced and transactional sex

Many young girls are in very vulnerable
situations – they may have lost their

parents, or their families are not able to
support them. So when older men offer
the girls food, gifts, or money, they are
often lured into a relationship. These
girls in relationships with older men are
at even greater risk due to their lack of
knowledge about HIV transmission, lack
of power to negotiate condom use, and
the increased likelihood that their more
experience partner has been exposed
to HIV. A 2004 study shows that violence
is a feature of relationships with older
men and age difference between
partners increases a woman’s risk of
HIV.11

4. Increased risk-taking behaviour

Evidence suggests that there is also a
link between violence and women’s own
risk taking behaviors. Women who
experience violence are more likely to
have multiple partners, partners outside
marriage, or engage in transactional
sex than women who do not. A South
African study indicated that women who
experience intimate partner violence
were two to three times more likely to
engage in transactional sex.12 In
addition, feelings of unworthiness, low
self-esteem, shame, and lack of trust
from early child sexual abuse or forced
sex during adolescence affect women’s
choices in adulthood. One study showed
that victims of childhood abuse were
40 percent more likely to have multiple
sexual partners than non-victims. Abuse
is also linked to a lack of condom use
and a history of STI’s, both risk factors
for HIV infection.13

5. Economic dependence

Women’s economic dependence on
men also increases their risk. Practices
such as bride price, the payment of
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money or gifts to the bride’s family,
perpetuates the belief that women are
property of their husbands. Women
experiencing violence who try to leave
are often counseled to return to partners
because of this obligation. Research
has shown that the economic
vulnerability of women makes it more
likely that they will exchange sex for
money or favors, less likely that they
will succeed in negotiating protection,
and less likely that they will eave a
relationship that they perceive to be
risky.14

6. Lack of information and fear of
seeking help

Violence or fear of violence is a barrier
to women seeking HIV testing,
disclosing their status, and seeking
treatment. A Ugandan study found that
women were afraid to ask for money
or permission from their husbands to
attend HIV/Aids facilities or to seek
information. In some cases, they are
outright forbidden from taking HIV
tests.15

7. Violence as a consequence of HIV

Finally, women who disclose their HIV
status are at increased risk of violence
from their partners, families or
communities – they are sometimes
beaten or abandoned their children are
taken away, they are kicked out of their
homes ,  shunned  f r om the i r
communit ies.  Thir teen studies
conducted in developing countries with
women reported that  fear  of
abandonment and loss of economic
support were major barriers to disclosing
HIV status to sexual partners.16  A
UNAIDS study in seven countries
revealed that men with HIV were not
questioned about how they became
infected while women were often

accused of having extramarital sex and
received lower levels of support.17 HIV
positive women are also at increased
risk of economic violence. Should they
reveal their status, they risk loosing
their means of support, as well as
property and children to the partner’s
family.

Violence against women and HIV/AIDS
are two of the most critical issues
impacting communities worldwide.
Clearly, the overlapping risk factors call
for collaboration in prevention and
service efforts. And fundamental to this
work is the need to address the
underlying causes for women’s
increased vulnerability to both violence
and HIV/AIDS: the imbalance of power
between men and women.
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Social Challenges

2007 marks 16 years after the start of
the annual international campaign of 16
Days of Activism Against Gender
Violence, which was initiated by the
Centre for Women’s Global Leadership
(CWGL) in 1991.  Hopefully, the 16
Days of Activism campaign will give
stakeholders an opportunity to reflect
on and raise awareness about the
problem of violence in our society.

This brings to mind a story a man told
me. This man who has served twenty
years in jail explained to me his
understanding of child sodomy. He
believed that most perpetrators are
troubled adolescents and grown men
that have been abused. He expounded
that boys and men that are raped or
coerced into anal sex in jails become
child molesters in some weird way to
get revenge for what happened to them.

The story is not that far fetched. If one
carefully reads the stories of these types
of abuses reported on in newspapers,
in most cases there is a reference to
the accused being abused himself,
either as a child by a family member or
in the unfortunate situation in jail. This
scourge of abuse has become
commonplace. The state, educational
institutions, communities and families
are all affected. It is like the media, it
has entered all homes regardless.

Surely we are dealing here with mentally
ill people. Many offenders are screened
for mental ailments, but are discharged
as mentally fit to stand trial and are
sometimes sentenced or released. Are
our methods of detecting mental
disorders properly conducted? Is it
possible that the system treats the class
in our society considered better through

treatment while the method of dealing
with the sub-class is to lock them up
and throw away the key?

The country’s jails are overflowing with
marginalized people. After doing their
time they are released and before long
they are back in jail for the same
offences. This has become a plague in
our society. How did they become
deviant? What social conditions and
situations have helped these aberrations
to manifest?

Recently the Jali Commission’s report
was released and detailed a host of
irregularit ies that occur in the
Department of Correctional Services
and in jails. Some particularly pertained
to the attitudes of some members of
the Department which condone the
sexual activities of offenders. The Mail
& Guardian Online dissected the Jali
report. The findings, as well as evidence
and recommendations, were organized
thematically. The prominent matters
being: gangs, super-max prisons,
overcrowding, prison security, treatment
of prisoners, and sexual violence in
prisons, sexual harassment and the
abuse of power.

Being in a numbers gang (mainly 26s,
27s, and 28s) “makes inmates into men
rather than boys” and divides inmates
into men and women. It is believed that
gangs do away some of the pains of
incarceration such as idleness,
bo redom,  ins t i t u t i ona l i za t ion ,
powerlessness and even sexual
frustration. The commission found that
department members often took bribes
to turn a blind eye to sexual abuse,
gang violence and thefts and were
sometimes in compliance with illegal

activities. Evidence showed that some
department members even belonged
to prison gangs.

Department members either ignore or
possess “a shocking lack of empathy
and sensitivity’ to “the horrific scourge
of sexual violence that plagues prisons”,
according to the report. It was found
that when a young inmate at the Medium
A prison Grootvlei in Pietermaritzburg
reported that two prisoners had
sodomised him, instead of receiving
support, he was then sodomised by the
warder in the first of many such assaults.
“If the department keeps ignoring the
fact that sexual abuse is rife in our
prisons and that there is an extreme
likelihood that prisoners who are
exposed to violent, unprotected sex will
contract Aids, then it is effectively, by
omission, imposing a death sentence
on vulnerable prisoners.” What the
commission verifies is that these
inmates get released at some point and
practice similar traits in the communities.
What real psychological treatment
services are in place, and are they
accessible and affordable? What is the
state’s role in all this?

How can we help prevent this? A series
of events of late have precipitated the
communities’ awareness of gang
problems and the need for people to do
something about it. One reads almost
daily of communities protesting against
child sexual abuse and other atrocities.
Not so long ago people could have
drawn upon the natural strengths of
families and communities. This has
almost disintegrated. Families have
become more and more dysfunctional

Who opened the Pandora’s Box?
Martin Stevens

Continues on next page...
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and fragmented. Many households are run by single parents
who have to work to survive. Low-income rules the day.
Unemployment stares low-income communities in the face
daily. Schools have become gang turf.

The scourge of “tik” - aka “choeff”, “lollies”, “speed”, “ice”
and “straws” has hit our schools like a tsumani. Tik or
methamphetamine is highly and powerfully addictive. Users
need more and more to get high. Approximately 50 percent
of the youth have experimented with drugs. There is a high
turnover of school dropouts resulting in learning disabilities,
low achievement, little or no involvement in positive activities,
negligent respect for conventional rules, lack of expectations
and role models, early involvement with crime and now
horrendous sexually related crimes. Even animals are being
raped according to some tabloids.

Many adolescents have begun to believe that they can only
gain recognition by excelling at something “criminal”, or at
some gang activity. The youth has been called “alienated”
and named the lost generation. It is this extreme marginality
that leads to a creation of a society of disenfranchised youth
who become easy prey to organized gangs and create a
subculture. How the dominant culture responds to the
subordinate groups can be seen in how the state attempts
to eradicate ‘sick people’ by removing the drug addicts,
alcoholics, and deviants from society through incarceration.

How can the state, non governmental organizations and
communities ensure better coordination of information and
services? How can they explore different models for
interacting with youth and ex-inmates and build linkages to
appropriate social service programmes and ensure
alternatives to gang and criminal activities? If our mothers,
fathers, uncles, aunties, grandparents, friends and neighbours
can find answers to some of these questions, society would
be in a better position to grapple with this aberration. In re-
evaluating the 16 days of activism campaign, it is imperative
to re-evaluate the root cause of all these problems.

To put the world right in order, we must first put the nation
in order;
to put the nation in order, we must first put the family in order;
to put the family in order, we must first cultivate our personal
life,
we must first set our hearts right.
Confucius

COMPUTER TRAINING

COMPUTER LITERACY

Content:  The computer as a 
tool; Input: the 
keyboard; Processing: 
How the computer 
functions; Outputs: 
monitors and printing; 
Storage disks, drives 
and Software

Including: Course Notes
Duration: 5 days (09:00 - 12:00)
Price: R 120.00

COMPUTER ENRICHMENT

Content:  Word Processing: Preparation of documents
using MS Word to format text, insert tables 
and graphics, edit, save and print.  
Preparation of basic spreadsheets using MS
Excel, Basic PowerPoint Presentations.  
Sending and Receiving e-mails using MS 
Outlook Express.

Including: Course Notes
Duration: 5 days (09:00 - 13:00)
Price: R 450.00

For further information please contact Charles
or Nicky on:

Tel: 021 4240653
Fax: 086 686 8466

E-mail: charles@samgi.org.za or
nicky@samgi.org.za

...Continues from previous page
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