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Global Media Monitoring Project

Elaine Marquez Nogueira

"The news media are particularly
powerful because they are our
principal source of information to
what is happening in the world, yet
they do not simply offer a "window
on the world". They routinely decide
what information we should receive,
what news we should watch, hear
and read. In doing so, the news
media influences our beliefs,
attitudes and standards, to such an
extent that our perceptions of who
we and others are, as females and
males, is influenced by media
messages."

On the 7th of March 2006, the South African
Report of the Global Media Monitoring
Project (GMMP), entitled “Who Makes the
News?” was launched at Constitution Hill
in Johannesburg.

Hundreds of people and NGO
representatives, including gender and media
activists, grassroots communication groups,
academics and students of communication,
media professionals, journalists’
associations, alternative media networks
and church groups, had worked to produce
a comprehensive picture of how women
and men are represented in news media
worldwide.

Addressing the audience, deputy-president
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka noted that the
guestion “Who makes the news?” remains
as relevant as ever. Despite progress made
in the search for equality between the sexes,
women'’s rights, and the battle to attain an
ideal society which is free from
discrimination, women continue to be
marginalised in the world’s news media.

More education on how women are
portrayed in the news media needs to take
place before future generations will see a

Deputy President, Phumzile
Mlambo-Nguka

better, more just, representation of the roles
women and men play in our society.

GMMP’s report confirms that the level of
inequality in South Africa and the world
continue to rise. Despite the fact that women
make up 52% of the population, they feature
in only 21% of news. In addition, women
are often poorly represented in the media:
86% of spokespeople who appear on the
news are men, with the subjects presented
being of predominant interest to men.

Unfortunately when the material or subject
is about women, it tends to focus on violence
committed against them. Women are
portrayed as victims twice as often as men
and are rarely present in reportage
considered to be about ‘serious’ issues such
as politics or economics.

Nonetheless, according to the deputy-
president Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, (and
as everyone who attended the launch

agreed) South Africa and the world still have
a long path to travel. Men and women have
a duty to fight together to attain more justice
and equality in the world’s news media.
South Africa still has many challenges to
face before equal gender representation in
the media is achieved.

To paraphrase the words of Judith Smith-
Vialva, executive director of Southern Africa
Media and Gender Institute (SAMGI; also
the coordinators of the GMMP South Africa),
media journalists are being watched and
one of the objectives is to undertake an
ongoing dialogue with the editors and media
decision-makers to make them aware of the
results of the GMMP.

Consequently, the news media itself will
continue to exercise vigilance over the
media. Equal representation will only be
achieved by constantly challenging the
media to take a more active position on the
equal representation of women and men in
the news.

According to the South African GMMP
report, South Africa, although still a new
democracy, has already done a lot to further
the fight for equality in the media — although
much remains to be done. South Africa
already has organisations that are actively
engaged in working to ensure that future
generations of journalists, news reporters
and media professionals in general, come
to innately believe that equality between
human beings is the only truth.

Congratulations South Africal
Congratulations to SAMGI for their efficient
coordination of the project in this country.
Congratulations to everyone who has helped
to take this noble work forward. As a
Brazilian, | have come to admire what they
have achieved, and wish that the same
undertaking could take place in my country
— and the whole world. n
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Positive Female Television Rolemodels

Emma Holtmann

How are traditional gender roles
reversed in South African television
productions? Is there a move
towards creating positive role
models for girls that can think
beyond stereotypes and
conventional thinking? Emma
Holtmann investigates this by
looking at two locally produced
shows, Zero Tolerance and Yizo
Yizo.

Zero Tolerance is a series about a specialist
cop unit, based on South Africa’s elite, and
controversial investigative unit, the
Scorpions. The main characters are women.

When | first watched the show | was excited
to see a gay and black woman playing the
lead roles. ‘This is a good sign’ | thought,
‘women’s lives will be positively affected by
these representations’.

| imagined that women would watch the
show and see these powerful women
working in traditionally male-dominated
fields. | also imagined that female police
officers watching the show would feel proud
and empowered to be breaking the mould
of what is considered a male dominated
profession.

However, during my interviews with a
number of South African female police
officers, | realised that my assumptions were
false. Instead of feeling liberated by the
representations of women on Zero Tolerance
they did not enjoy the show and felt it
provided an unrealistic representation of
their work. They could not relate to the
central characters.

The question, then, is ‘what kind of
representations will help to contribute to the
liberation of South African women from
patriarchal thinking?

Yizo Yizo is another important example of
a television show that has sparked debate
in South Africa. This show, unlike Zero
Tolerance, was a talking point because of
its realism. It is set in a fictional township
high school and tells the story of the
everyday experiences of teenage learners,
who are the main characters.

The show was extensively researched to
portray a realistic image of township high
school life. Debates raged in parliament,
newspapers and academic journals. People
guestioned the educational role of the show,
produced by SABC Education.

The arguments suggested that because the
show was realistic, it would encourage rather
than deter violent and criminal behaviour.
Specifically graphic scenes of rape were
criticised and attempts were made to censor
the show.

“...the cop show whose
representations are not
real enough ... and
the high school drama,
whose representations
are too real.”

Black South Africans also criticised the show
for perpetuating stereotypes of black people
as violent and their behaviour seditious. So,
we have the cop show whose
representations are not real enough to make
a difference and the high school drama,
whose representations are too real.

The question of the social role of television,
and the media in general in South Africa, is
an important one that requires reflection.

How can we produce representations in the
media that affect women'’s lives in a positive
way? Are we perpetuating patriarchy if we

portray the realistic horrors of rape and
violence in schools? Or would we be
perpetuating it if we glossed over the issues
and depicted women living ideal lives?

These questions do not provide easy
answers. They are however central to the
debates about the fight against patriarchy
in a society in which women have to deal
with violence, poverty, unemployment and
even death, at the hands of men.

Hopefully there is a middle ground to be
negotiated between these two poles of
representation, where producers can be
encouraged to think about the gender-
implications of their representation. And
where women can be encouraged to think
beyond the prescribed social and
professional roles to a ‘the sky’s the limit’
belief system.

My hope then is that television can play a
positive role in empowering women to live
free and satisfying lives. n

According to the South
African Global Media
Monitoring Project Report,
only 3% of news stories
monitored challenge gender
stereotypes in the media,
while 5% reinforce these
stereotypes. Most stories in
the media are stereotypical,
depicting women as victims
and helpless figures.

99% of news stories
monitored on the media do
not highlight the issue of
gender equality or inequality.
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Unveliling the Femicide Report

Jackie Lagus

on the 281" November 2005, SAMGI

launched the Femicide Report in
collaboration with the Commission on
Gender Equality. Bonitas Medical Aid
sponsored the launch at a breakfast function
at the Arabella Sheraton.

The presentation of the report was intended
to provide a forum for government, civil
society and the media to explore and
respond to its findings. Unveiled during the
16 Days of Activism campaign, the report
provides an analysis of media coverage of
intimate femicide in the Western Cape.

The aim of the analysis on reporting on
intimate femicide was to determine if and
how media coverage was reflecting the
findings of research showing how “one
woman is killed by her intimate partner in
South Africa every six hours”.

These statistics were revealed in a national
study of female homicide in South Africa
conducted by Shanaaz Mathews, a
researcher at the Medical Research Council.
Defined as “The killing of a female person
by an intimate partner, such as a husband,
ex-husband, boyfriend, same sex partner
or a rejected would-be lover”, intimate
femicide accounts for between 40-70% of
all female homicides.

Providing the data during her presentation
at the launch, Shanaaz confirmed that South
Africa has the highest rate of intimate
femicide (8,8 per 100 000 female population
14 years and more) that has been reported
in research anywhere in the world.”

That only 37.3% of female homicides result
in convictions, suggests a failing in the
criminal justice mechanisms. Risk factors
leading to intimate femicide include a history
of intimate partner violence, the possession
of legal firearms and the abuse of alcohol
by the perpetrator.

Shanaaz believes that it will take shifting
patterns of the notion of ‘masculinity’, tighter
controls on gun ownership and a critical
response to addressing gender relations at
all levels, as the first steps in the process
of dealing with gender based violence.

Delivering the outcome of research
conducted on behalf of SAMGI, Emma
Holtmann spoke about the media’s role in
contextualising intimate femicide as a
particular form of gender based violence.
SAMGI’s monitoring of the 3 daily
newspapers in the Western Cape with the
highest circulation, was in response to the
launch of Shanaaz’s research at a press
conference in 2004. According to Emma
the period of monitoring was extended
beyond its original one-month time frame
to a six-month study.

“During the 6 month monitoring period from
1 June to 30 November 2004, a total of 20
articles appeared in the three newspapers,
which is an average of one article per month
in each.” Given that research statistics reveal
a very different picture, there seems to be
a paucity of reporting on intimate femicide.

In the articles that did appear, Emma noted
that these stories were selected on the basis
that they held more ‘sensational’ appeal,
particularly where multiple victims were
involved. A cursory glance at the headlines
of the articles analysed, also suggest that
the perpetrator is the primary subject, and
the female victim, a secondary reference,
“Man, 59 shoots himself after killing
daughter”, Man sought after wife, kids found
shot dead in hotel”.

Emma hopes the research, albeit limited in
scope, will encourage journalists and editors
to examine the practises around reporting
on intimate femicide.

MEC Finance and Tourism Minister, Lynne
Brown addressed the broader socio-
economic issues affecting the country in the
context of gender-based violence. To create
a buoyant economy and have GDP growth,
a multi-faceted response is needed, “The
economy won’t grow if we have an
immobilised majority of people in this
country”.

Ebrahim Rasool, Premier of the Western
Cape, spoke about the need to examine
the paradigm of masculinity and to question
our assumptions transmitted through cultural
values and traditions. Reflecting on his own
tradition, Rasool questioned the role he can
play as a Muslim to understand how the
daily practise of his tradition contributes to
or conflicts with the masculine paradigm.

Bafane Nkosi, spokesperson for Bonitas
Medical Aid, said the company was
honoured to be involved with the launch.
He acknowledged the 16 Days of Activism
as an important campaign and the role of
Bonitas in catering for the health and well
being of South Africans. He also reiterated
the social and economic burden of violence
on the country as a whole.

So what is the way forward? In her closing
remarks Dr Gertrude Fester, affirmed the
need to “remove violence from the closet
and move beyond the rhetoric”. The 5 C’'s
are the steps towards creating an enabling
environment. According to Gertrude these
are, “communicating, co-ordinating, co-
operating, collaborating and consolidating”.

The launch provided an ideal platform for
exactly the kind of co-operation needed to
bring domestic violence out of the closet
and into public debate and action. The media
have a role to play in this regard, as do
every one of us as private citizens, public
officials and civil society organisations.n



Media Monitoring

SAMGI NEWSLETTER

Media Monitoring project in Atlantis

Yvette Erkens

The first Media Monitoring project
for grassroots communities was
initiated by SAMGI and held in
Atlantis.

The project was developed to raise
awareness, understanding and participation
in the media. This is particularly relevant to
those communities marginalised from the
mainstream press.

The media provides a space for our
collective hopes, dreams, fears and
aspirations. It shapes our understanding of
the world around us, assists us in forming
opinions and perceptions of our reality. But
the media tends to neglect or stigmatise
societies, like Atlantis, where hopes and
dreams are hard to capture.

Atlantis owes its current social and economic
ills to recent history. The Apartheid
government used the Group Areas Act as
a means to relocate ‘coloured’ people to
this region along the West coast.

Tax-free land and cheap labour attracted
foreign investors, and factories were set up
on the sandy stretches of Atlantis. The end
of Apartheid also saw the same investors
withdraw. The majority of factories were
closed down and poverty increased. Social
problems have since escalated, leaving a
community in crisis.

Crime, drugs, domestic violence and HIV
are real issues which people living in Atlantis
have to deal with. Without jobs and a decent
education (Cape Town is 50km away), most
of its youth face a bleak future. Because of

its isolation, this coastal

community does not feature much
on the South African media
landscape.

An important part of the Media
Monitoring was to provide basic
media writing skills through
sharing of personal stories. By
writing about issues close to the
participants’ experience, they
were able to articulate their
problems and challenges.

For some people, the course is
a way to deal with the harsh reality
of life in Atlantis. Rosaline Victor,
a mother of two, has experienced
difficult times since learning last
year about her HIV-positive status.

In writing about her story, Rosaline
has benefited. She says,

Western Cape Premier , Ebrahim
Rasool, delivers the keynote address
at the launch of the Femicide Report
at the Arabella Sheraton Hotel.

‘Because of this project | have
learned how to talk about my
status, and also how to educate
people.’

Media monitors in Atlantis

Rosaline was also one of the participants
in SAMGI's Women! turn up the volume!
project, and has become an inspiration to
many women.

‘I openly talk about my status and try to
motivate other women. With this course |
learn[ed] to understand the media and use
that to put my own news on the map.’ And
as an activist, Rosaline has become a
regular guest in a community radio
programme, educating others about living
with Aids and HIV.

Rosaline’s story is one of many that will be
published in a newsletter and distributed in
Atlantis and the surrounding areas. SAMGI
also intends to publish these stories in their
Making Waves publication.

People like Rosaline are not trained to
become perfect journalists, but to become
the voice of the people, who bring news
from the community and from their hearts.n



On the 8th of March 2006, SAMGI hosted
its second Youth Summit, whish was held
at Boland College in Worcester. The
outcome of the Young Lions project was
presented to representatives from
government and solutions were adopted for
future action.

It is the second year that SAMGI has
organised the Young Lions Youth Project.
The aim of the project is to empower youth
to actively participate in the South African
democracy through the knowledge they
have gained during the project.

One of the biggest challenges identified by
youth is that of unemployment which
contributes to other social problems. A lack
of quality education exacerbates this.

Other factors influencing crime identified by
youth are poor parenting and a lack of family
values. Participants believe that a positive
and caring relationship with family, educators
and peers can contribute to reducing youth
involvement in crime and violence.

The proliferation of substance abuse in the
Western Cape, a major concern expressed
during the programme, is both a result of
problematic family or home environments
and an exacerbating factor.

Alcohol abuse is the most prevalent form
of substance abuse amongst school going
children, with shebeens selling alcohol to
under aged persons. There is a significant
correlation between alcohol abuse and
academic failure as well as the link between
alcohol abuse and high-risk sexual behavior.

And today, high-risk sexual behavior can
be a matter of life and death. The participants
believe that young people should become
more active in fighting against HIV/Aids. By
becoming peer counselors, other youth
would feel more comfortable talking to
people of the same age.

The participants of the Young Lions project
were transported to Worcester to attend the
Youth Summit, where the outcomes of the
programmes were presented.
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Government representatives were present
to listen to the youth as well as share in the
government initiatives such as the Early
Childhood Development Programme,
learnerships and street children
programmes. Alarming figures were raised
by Sharon Volentyne of the Department of
Social Service as she spoke about 49% of
young people being unemployed.

All of the representatives stressed that it is
up to young people to stand up and act to
make a difference. “Support each other and
stay away from drugs. By volunteering you
do something for society, and this will all
come back to you.”

The participants of the Young Lions Project
have shown they want to challenge the
problems faced in the country.

Building a South Africa that truly belongs to
all requires partnership of the youth with
government and all sectors of society.n

On 9 December 2005 we hosted our Gender and Communication
(GenCom) graduation ceremony. It was a 2-hour event to celebrate
the achievement of our graduates who were accompanied by family
and friends for the occasion.

The glamorous smiles all round were acknowledgement of the
rewards of the hard work the participants had put in throughout the
year, and the pride of those achievements.

The GenCom course, facilitated by trainers at SAMGI, focuses on
gender sensitivity training, the acquisition of media and
communication skills and learning New Information Technologies.
It is aimed at grassroots activists, civil society organisations, shop
stewards and trade union officials.

Thirty participants enrolled for the course at the beginning of March
and were trained to analyse the media and to produce their own
publications. The students who successfully completed the
programme were awarded certificates by training co-ordinator, Siraj
Jamal.

Honoured were Shahiemah Molokoane, Florence De Louw, Jackie
October, Josephine van Aarde, Wilfred Pheiffer, Phumezwa
Mehlomakulu, Sikhangele Mabulu, Gugulethu Godlani and Kaydo
Ntebe.

For Josephine van Aarde GenCom was a valuable experience,
“This course enriched my life. At first | was unaware of gender
issues, but now | am aware thanks to SAMGI".

Said Shahiema Molokoane, “I [now] have a different perception of
the media and can evaluate what is right and wrong”.

The participants can now use the tools they have acquired to deal
with problems they may encounter in their work or social environment
and also lend their voices to change negative stereotypes and
discriminatory/harmful media and cultural practises.

Siraj Jamal concluded the event by thanking all the participants for
their dedication and input that led to the successful outcome of the
graduation.n



For the first time participants from Saxonwold
and Pella, small communities outside of
Atlantis took part in the project. This played
an integral part in the first event of the 16
Days of Activism 2005.

On the 26th of November 2005,
the Women! turn up the volume!
project and campaign
celebrated the start of the 16
Days with a road show, which
was an awareness raising
campaign in and around several
small and large communities in
the West Coast region.

A bus was hired for the event,
and the first group of people
was collected in Malmesbury,
and made their way to
Abbotsdale, a small rural town
outside Malmesbury.
Participants and their families
were picked up with banners
and posters, which they had
made in the workshops, which
had commenced a week prior
to the event.

The bus then made it's way to Saxonwold
where a participant was picked up, and the
roadshow continued on to Atlantis. When
the bus arrived at the Atlantis police station
it was decorated with the banners that the
participants had made, bearing messages
of the 16 Days of Activism and encouraging
men and women not to abuse their partners.

The next stop was the small community of
Pella where the participants got off the bus
and marched through the streets armed

with banners, posters and a pledge
encouraging the residents too come out of
their houses and sign a petition if they are
not abusers. It was very successful as a
number of women and men signed the
petition before the bus progressed to another
small rural community, Mamre. This was to
be the last stop on the awareness raising
trip before the campaign ended in Atlantis.
The community, local businesses and the
police forum greeted the participants with
open arms in Mamre.

World AIDS Day 2005

At this stage of the trip the bus was filling
up extensively as many hopped on the bus
along the way. All those that had gotten on
the bus started marching and singing in the
streets of Mamre, here the community also
signed the petition and showed their support
towards the Women! turn up the volume
campaign. One of the local businesses
invited the women and men to come into
his shop and sing, as this is a very busy
and successful establishment. Here they
received sweets with messages of act
against violence against women and
children, which they were very grateful for.
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The last stop and end of the awareness
raising campaign was Mandela Square in
Atlantis. The bus dropped the participants
off in a parking lot which allowed them too
walk through a busy shopping complex with
their banners, posters, t-shirts and the
pledge. They attracted a lot of attention by
singing their song “Women of strength |
salute you”, and many shoppers followed
them to where they had set up more
Women! turn up the volume! banners and
posters.

Here some of the participants
introduced the 16 Days of
Activism to the public who had
never heard of the days of
activism. A children’s drama
group from a local créche
performed a skit of a mother
and her children living in an
abusive home where the father
is an alcoholic. The skit also
illustrated the effects of the
verbal, emotional and sexual
abuse the family endured while
the children were growing up.

After the skit some of the people
that were sitting in audience
asked questions about abuse,
and even went to sign the
pledge against abuse which was
pinned in a walk way. The participants also
made it clear that there are organisations
and safe houses women and children can
approach if they are being abused. The day
was truly a success as there are hundreds
of signatures on the pledge against abuse
of women, men and children, and because
of impact on those that attended the event,
the workshops which continued saw an
increase of youth becoming involved in the
Women! turn up the volume! project.

Continues on page 08...



... continues from page 07

The following event that took place was centered on World Aids
Day and the participants had decided to do their awareness raising
at a clinic in the Atlantis area. A request was made by another clinic
for an event on December the 1St, so the group split into two and
decided that two events be held simultaneously at Protea Park and
Saxon Sea Clinic.

Each group had time to prepare for their events, which included
new banners, which would be hung up at the clinics and used in
a march by the participants in the Protea Park area. The messages
on the banners promoted Voluntary Counselling and Testing (VCT'S)
and one was especially made for promoting change in the community
stating “The power of change is in our hands”.

On the day of the events each group set up an information table,
which consisted of information on HIV and Aids, eating healthy and
on how to protect oneself against infection. Organisations, which
work with HIV and Aids, were also kind enough to give information
pamphlets on the work that they do in various communities and the
help that they offer to HIV affected and infected people.

Participants at Protea Park Clinic took it upon themselves to walk
through the area and conduct a survey with the public. The first
stop was a Primary School, where the Principal took part in the
survey and offered his support to the project, after that they moved
to a creche where the teachers’ part took in the survey. With spirits
high, the participants walked through houses and went into a
shebeen where the survey was also conducted. The response was
phenomenal from the public who also stated that the work Women!
turn up the volume! was doing within the communities should
continue because of the outreach to everyone.
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Participants at the Saxon Sea clinic also conducted the survey in
the community and at the clinic. A woman shared her testimony
with those in the clinic waiting room, which formed part of the
programme for the day. The head Sister at the clinic thanked the
participants for the information table and conducting the survey at
the clinic and for the support they showed on the day. After the
thanks, a creche in the area performed a routine for all who was
at the clinic wearing the symbolic red colours of HIV and Aids.

For the final event, which took, place on Human Rights Day and
also marks the end of the 16 Days of Activism the participants came
up with an exciting event, which included a march from Mandela
Square to the Hartebeeskraal Multi purpose Centre that was the
venue for the day.

At the venue candles were lit throughout the hall to commemorate
women who had died as the result of domestic violence and who
are still being abused by their partners. After the minute of silence,
the audience was treated to various skits, spiritual dances and
poems, which was all done by the participants and youth groups
from Atlantis and Abbotsdale.

People came from as far as Pella and Abbotsdale to part take in
the events and workshops, and decided that in 2006 16 Days of
Activism activities should be done in their own communities because
of the need. Many women thanked the participants for the much
needed awareness raising against women and child abuse, as the
December holidays were starting when most of the abuse take
place.

The participants met and encouraged each other to continue with
the excellent work that was taking place. The message on the
banner, “the power of strength is in our hands”, inspired most of
the youth and women in the workshop to form a committee and
continue with the much needed support and help in their



The year 2005 ended in triumph for
Isicathamiya in the Western Cape.

Isicathamiya is a traditional African male
voice choir. It has always spoken to the
hearts of its audience thanks to groups like
Ladysmith Black Mambazo. During 2005
various organisations worked together to
develop Isicathamiya as a powerful channel
for gender activism.

On 10 December 2005, during the 16 Days
of Activism against violence against women
and children, Isicathamiya took part in a
unique event in the brand new Khayelitsha
Mall. Five male choirs gathered to perform
and celebrate under the theme, Ubuntu,
Madoda! or Ubuntu, Guys!

The performers included the Thokozani
Brothers, the Abonwabisi Brothers, the
Khayelitsha United Mambazo, Mbekweni
Black Bafanas, Abakhanyisi Brothers and
the popular Abagondisi Brothers. It was a
powerful platform through which men could
speak and sing out against gender-based
violence.

Attending the event was Minister of Safety
and Security, Leonard Ramatlakane, who
called for men to serve as responsible role
models in households and communities.

It was the first time an event like this has
been hosted and was such a worthwhile
initiative, that an Ubuntu Madoda 2006 is
in the pipeline.

The organisations involved in the event
were PROTMA WC (Provincial Traditional
Music Association Western Cape), Hope
Worldwide, Engenderhealth, the Men as
Partners network, SAMGI (the Southern
African Media and Gender Institute) and
Mens Trust.n

“There’s no place for abusers of women
and children in this province”. That was the
clear message delivered at the 1000 Men’s
Breakfast.

The event was held at the Cape Town
International Convention Centre on 25
November 2005, the first day of the 16
Days of Activism on Violence Against
Women and Children Campaign that ran
until 10 December 2005.

Distinguished guests from various
government departments, corporate
sectors, and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) gathered in one
location with a single purpose in mind — to
eradicate domestic and gender based
violence, under the theme, My Strength is
not for Hurting.

The call to men from the Western Cape
Province was to get involved in similar
events and activities and to work towards
ensuring that women live with respect and
dignity. The request put out to the men at
the event, was to place women at the heart
of rebuilding the province, by promoting
them to positions of decision-making.
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According to the premier of the Western
Cape, Ebrahim Rasool, there is excessive
resistance to change in grassroots
communities as far as gender equity is
concerned. This increases the vulnerability
of women and children to domestic violence
and HIV/Aids.

“To overcome the challenge to make the
Western Cape a safe, secure and a loving
home for our women, children, and all who
live in it, we need to work in unity to confront
this pandemic and be open to change,”
said Rasool.

Dumisani Rebombo, who was speaking on
behalf of the Men'’s Trust, spoke of the need
to view the kind of work done by similar
organizations as the “second struggle”.

He referred to the need to collaborate with
communities in order to break the silence
on the abuse of women and children. “It is
up to us to break the stereotyped mindsets
by practicing equality in our homes and
work places; to make sure that we set good
examples for our children. It is up to us to
create a sustainable, non-sexist, equal
society, with access to opportunities for
all.”n
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Solidarity for rape survivors who speak out

Yvette Erkens

on the 24™ March 2006, the One In

Nine campaign was launched nationally
to demonstrate against rape and lend
public support to rape survivors who
speak out.

A woman from Khayelitsha stood in front
of the Cape Town High Court with tears
in her eyes. She shows a picture of a
sixteen-year old girl, although you
couldn't tell this simply by looking at the
photograph. Her face is bruised and
swollen, the survivor of a gang rape.

Women and men have marched to the
Cape Town High Court to show their
solidarity and to demand an end to the
ongoing violence. Several Women’s
Rights and AIDS organisations initiated
the campaign in support of the
complainant in the Jacob Zuma rape
case.

The campaign takes its name from
research carried out by the Medical
Research Council, which found that only
one in nine cases of rape in South Africa
are reported.

This show of support is very important
according to Dr. Johanna Kehler from
the Aids Legal Network. “Survivors of
sexual violence still face victimization
and social stigma when they speak out
about the violence they have
experienced”, says Kehler.

One of the key objectives of the One in
Nine Campaign is to educate and inform
the public about sexual violence in order
to change people’s attitudes and
perceptions towards the survivors.

According to Kehler, current legislation
does not guarantee survivors enough
protection. Says Kehler, “Survivors are
being victimised within the criminal justice
system, as they have to reveal their prior

sexual history. Supporting survivors is
therefore essential to ensure that they
are able to speak out in safety.”

One of these supporters, a woman
named Nomondi, says, ‘By being here |
show my support to those women who
dare to speak about rape. But it's
important that we are not standing here
alone. We need men to be with us here
today to make a difference.”

Although women form the majority of the
supporters, men like Jerome show their
support. Holding a board with the
message: We need to stand up for our
women. Real men don’t rape’, Jerome
says, ‘I think it's right to stand up for
women. We can make a difference if
everybody stands together and speaks
out. And the Zuma case is a good
opportunity to draw attention to this
serious matter.’

Kehler agrees that the Zuma case
highlights the problem. She warns
however that it is just an ordinary case.
‘Such cases come before the court every
day. In this case, the man happens to
be high profile. But this doesn’t change
the nature of the case. We hope that
justice will take its rightful course and
that media interest in the trial will go
beyond political conspiracy theories.’

In the meantime protesters are raising
their voices. ‘Work together with good
men. Our country is not free until our
women are free. Rape is rape, no matter
the history’.

The crowd sings old protest songs. The
rhythm and passion are the same, but
the lyrics are different. The face of today’s
battle is a different one. It is still about
violence and discrimination. The women
and children of South Africa, its main
victims.n

Justice Denied!

Aniela Gella

Laws relating to sexual offences in South Africa
have been an ongoing process for the past ten
years. It began in 1996, during which time a lot of
debate focused on the definitions of crimes and
other legal rules and principles.

On 16 November 2005, a demonstration organised
by Rape Crisis was held outside Parliament. Their
demand was that the Sexual Offences Bill should
become a priority. They were supported by
organisations and individuals angered and frustrated
by the suffering of victims without recourse to legal
mechanisms in their favour.

The demonstration highlighted the state of the
justice system plagued by corruption and inefficiency.
incidents of officials being bribed, missing evidence
and lost dockets are some of the failings of the
system.

On 17 August 2005 a workshop was held at the
Centre of the Book Cape Town, its focus, the Sexual
Offences Bill. Sam Waterhouse of Rape Crisis
spoke on the little progress made by Government,
“Rape survivors are subjected to harassment by
the perpetrator, at times the community, and delays
in the system.”

Waterhouse provided the time line of the Sexual
Offences Bill from 1996 when the South African
Law Commission had first started to investigate
sexual offences against children. The purpose of
the investigation was to make recommendations to
the Minister of Justice for reforms regarding criminal
law.

Ten years later, in 2005, no progress had been
made and the bill was still in the Deputy Minister
of Justice’s office.

As long as the Sexual Offences Bill is not seen as
a priority, victims are not having their constitutional
rights met. As cases take up to ten years to receive
judgement, rape survivors do not get the chance
to move on with their lives.

When will the citizens of the country finally become
a priority for the government?n
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The women of Ekuphumelni

Siyabulela Tiyo

On 6 October 2005 | visited Ekuphumleni,
meaning a place of rest, to meet a group of
women who have started a project called
the Khulisa community project. They are a
group of ten women living in Phillipi who
decided to create something meaningful out
of the poverty of their lives.

The women from the Khulisa project had
moved from an informal settlement at Site
C to brick houses, a dream come true for
them. Lizzie Mgedezi of the group said, “
We settled at Ekuphumleni in 2000, most
of us are suffering from poverty because of
unemployment. We decided to form a group
and do something which will be benefit our
children.”

The women got together to discuss possible
business opportunities. Through this
dialogue they came to realise that gardening
was a common passion shared. It was then
agreed that they would start a nursery of
organically grown, indigenous, plants.

There was however the matter of funding.

They approached the Community
Organisation Resource Centre (CORC), an
organisation that provides a voice for the
urban poor on issues such as land, housing
and infrastructure by promoting unity,
solidarity, confidence and partnerships.

Says Mgedezi: “ They agreed to supply
plants of five different species. This included
the following varieties: Rhrus crenata (Dune
crownberry), Dietes grandiflora (Harebell,
grasklokkie), Dierama pulcherrimum (Wild
Iris), Strelitzia reginae (Crane flower) and
Carissa macrocarpa(Natal plum,
noemnoem)”.

They were then granted an orientation by
CORC to visit developed nurseries at Port
Edward, Durban and Lusikisiki. “The trip
really focused our minds on what we really
wanted”

In April 2004 they began putting their plans
into action. Nomvuyo Mkhonwana spoke of
the difficulties, “There was politics within
the group, and that slowed the process.

Also the children were playing with our
plants because we didn’t have a secure
place [to store them]”. They resolved their
differences and moved forward.

Then another opportunity was provided by
CORC. It was a 3-day training programme
in Durban, at Mlazi, Silverglen Nature
Reserve. They received certificates
acknowledging their participation. “It was
my first time to receive a certificate. The
course was great, we learnt a lot, but the
time was short”, said Mgedezi.

The challenges they now confront are those
around marketing and the security of their
plants. If their past attitudes of resilience is
anything to go by, these formidable women
will make it happen.

“We encourage the unemployed women not
to sit and do nothing with their lives. A lot
can be done, and we are also willing to
show and teach people how we have
reached this level”, said Mgedezi.n
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Religious institutions, are they the judges?

Aniela Gella

Is religion addressing or serving to
perpetuate the spread of HIV/Aids?

This was the topic for public debate at a
discussion hosted by the Aids Legal Network
in Salt River. Members of the public,
organisations, religious leaders and religious
representatives were invited to contribute
to the contentious questions surrounding
the role of religious bodies in dealing with
HIV/Aids.

A panel of speakers representing the
monotheistic traditions of Islam, Judaism
and Christianity as well as a spokesperson
providing a feminist theological perspective,
provided the platform through which to
explore the range of responses to the
HIV/Aids pandemic.

Barbara Schmid, representing aspects of
the Christian standpoint, admitted that many
of the churches and religious leaders had
been slow to respond to the HIV epidemic.
However, many individuals in the church
were passionate about helping people
affected and infected by HIV/Aids. Many
programs were initiated, often without the
support of religious leaders. This has led to
a recognition and new awareness of the
importance of such initiatives.

The church’s messages have focused on
abstinence as a way of prevention with the
youth being the target group. Increasingly
churches have formed partnerships with
NGOs, from which the latter receive much
of their funding. Churches also have a
tradition of working with orphans, the number
of which has increased directly as a result
of HIV/Aids.

Schmid concluded her presentation with the
message that the various denominations
could strengthen their impact by working
together and that a better co-operation with
government could further cement this.

Farahneez Hassiem, representing the group
Positive Muslims, shared how often individual

interpretations of religious texts influence
attitudes, opinions and values. “Before, HIV
and Aids was seen as a curse because this
was preached from the pulpit, the term Bala’h
was used to describe the pandemic in the
Muslim community. The person was
ostracised by the community and would be
disowned by family and friends, because,
most thought the person was deserving of
it”, Hasseim explained.

However research was done into the
meaning of the word Bala’h, resulting in a

different interpretation where it was seen as
a test through which one could become
stronger and ultimately provide an
opportunity for a blessing. With this new
reading, Hassiem challenged leaders to
view HIV and Aids differently.

Said Hassiem, “be compassionate towards
those that are ill, the Koran is a book of
mercy and compassion and it is non-
discriminatory”.

In conclusion Hassiem stressed the need
for communities to unite. “Religious leaders
are very powerful, especially during
preaching! We can't point fingers, we should
rather work together”.

Rabbi Malcom Matitiani provided an
interesting perspective on how people of
the Jewish faith respond to HIV/Aids. “The
saving of a life is more important than

anything else” according to Matitiani.

Education is a key consideration. Says
Matitiani, “It's very important that you educate
children from a young age as well as adults”.
A question about the message of abstinence
was asked after the rabbi told the audience
how a condom machine had been installed
in a Jewish school in Cape Town.

“Obviously we teach teenagers about
abstinence, but we have to have a backup
plan, because in reality some teenagers
want to experiment and are curious”.

Discrimination should be fought against
because, according to Matitiani, “God
created everyone equal. We as people can't
judge.”

Sunette Pienaar, representing the
organisation Heartbeat, was the final
presenter. According to Pienaar, speaking
from a Feminist theological perspective,
“Women are caught in the middle of the Aids
storm.”

Traditional religious and cultural practices
have largely favored men in the dominant
role and women have had to be submissive
to their husbands. “A lot of women do not
have a say over their own bodies, they are
seen as their husband’s or partner’s
property”. Women will often not dare
negotiate the use of condoms.

Pienaar quoted statistics of infection rates
among women in Africa. The majority of
these women had one sexual partner. In
Sub-Saharan Africa 60 to 80% of women
have been infected by their husbands.

Young adults in the same region comprise
76% of people living with HIV and Aids and
67% of new cases reported in developing
countries are between the ages of 15 and
24,

Continues on page 14..
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HIV and AIDS: What is in the best interest of the child

Yvette Erkens

Do government organisations and NGOs
have the capacity to implement the new
Children’s Bill?

This was the major concern raised by
participants in the debate on children and
HIV/Aids, hosted by the AIDS Legal Network.
The public debate was held on 15 March
2006 in the Salt River Community House.

‘A child’s best interests are of paramount
importance in every matter concerning the
child’, reads Section 28 of the South African
Constitution. But what is in the interest of
the child in the struggle against HIV and
AIDS? The increasing number of children
living with HIV/Aids necessitates a platform

highlighted statistics that reinforce the need
to lower the age of consent. “A reasonable
12.5 percent of the youth has sex before
the age of fourteen. Figures show that
30,000 children in the Western Cape, below
the age of fourteen are sexually active.”

Prinslean Mahery from the Children’s
Institute of the University of Cape Town
speaks for the rights of children: “Age mustn’'t
be the reason to turn down a request for
testing, even though I think a maturity test
is required”, says Mahery.

“It gives young people the chance to act in
accordance with their status and get good
medical assistance. That the children ask

they are infected? A twelve-year old needs
different counselling than an adult does. But
it's also difficult for the counselors. How do
you bring that news to a twelve-year old
child? To prepare them for this change, they
also need more training.”

Says Grippen, “One positive outcome is that
children don’t require permission from a
parent which leads to speedier results. This
is especially important in a rape case or [in
incidents where] children have been sexually
abused by one of their parents.” Grippen
also sees more possibilities for schools
starting with voluntary counseling and testing
(VCT) programs.

for this kind of debate.

Special emphasis was placed
on the Children’s Bill. The Bill
was originally meant to replace
the Childcare Act of 1983. But
it became a holistic piece of
legislation that encompassed a
wide range of laws pertaining
to children.

On the 14th of December last
year, the National Assembly

Educating children on HIV/Aids is
a vital issue. The question of
whether to distribute condoms at
school is a controversial one.
David Stephens of the HIV/Aids
unit of the Western Cape
Department of Education says,
“There is no legislation about
condom dispensers. We can’t
impose that on a school, as culture
and religion are also part of the
decision-making. Every school has
its own norms and values.”

Source: Actuarial Society of South  Africa 2004 (ASA2002)

passed a renewed Bill. All that ] C
Aids and Demographic Models www .asa.org.za

remains for the Bill to become
an Act is the President’s
signature. Dr. Johanna Kehler,
of the Aids Legal Network asked
whether “government, NGO'’s
and medical institutions are
ready for the changes that come

Dr. Johanna Kehler also
emphasizes the importance of
education. Says Kehler, “Children
have to know their rights and then
it's their own decision to claim
these rights. It's a progressive law,
but we should talk about [whether]

According to research of  Actuarial Society of South  Africa
around 260.000 children under the age of fif  teen are infected
with HIV . The majority of those children become HIV  -positive
during their birth. But a growing number of children get
infected through sexually abuse or sexual intercourse with

an infected person.

with this new Bill?’

the implementation of the act

One of the progressive changes of the
Children’s Bill is that the age of consent for
medical treatment and HIV testing be
lowered from fourteen to twelve. This means
that medical services cannot turn down a
request of a twelve-year old girl for an HIV-
test or the issuing of condoms.

Graham Grippen of Leadership South Africa,

for such tests proves that they are old
enough.” Provided that pre and post
counseling forms part of the process.

Grippen admits that it puts pressure on the
existing counselling programmes. His
organisation provides counsellors for clinics
and Aids drug sites.

“Can a child handle the impact of being told

works the way it was meant to. More
importantly, are we ready and capacitated
as society to deal with this legislation? And
how do we address the lack of service
providers?”

The debate concluded with unanimous
support for an independent body that should
be formed to control the implementation of
the Bill.n
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The open session provided the opportunity
for participants to ask questions and debate
the issues.

During this time one woman shared her
experience of a conversation she had had
with her priest about HIV and Aids. He had
stated that sexuality is only for reproduction
and because society has adapted this risky
sexual behavior, society will have to deal
with HIV and Aids.

The response from the panel was that many
religious leaders see the spread of HIV and
Aids as the result of promiscuous sexual
behavior and homosexuality.

One story that was shared after the debate,
revealed the extent to which people fear
rejection because of the stigma. A woman
who had suffered with Aids for many years
had never disclosed her status to anyone in
her church. It was only in her final moments
that she revealed her status, by which time
it was too late.

This is the reality still faced by many people
who suffer alone for fear of rejection from
friends, family and their religious institutions.

Please note that the opinions expressed
in this article are not intended to of fend
religious practises or beliefs. It serves to
illustrate the experiences of those infected
and affected by HIV and Aids.n

Positive and living with HIV/Aids

Rosaline Victor

| am a 47 year old woman living with
HIV/Aids, and | feel the need to share my
story with you.

It was in August 2005 that | got this funny
feeling that something was not right,
because my boyfriend with whom | lived
was messing around. | just felt that | had
to go to the nearest clinic to get myself
tested for HIV/ Aids.

| prepared myself for the news that | was
going to receive, and went to the clinic that
morning and asked the clinic sister if | could
get tested. When | received my results, it
stated that I'm HIV positive. The feeling |
felt was that I'm not going to give in, | want
to live! But | was lonely.

There were tears and | prayed for strength
and all | desired was to hold my kids and
tell them how much | care for them. My son
doesn't want to see me, he's ashamed of
me, and some of my family members aren't
supportive. If only | can explain to

him what HIV/Aids is, for him to un-
derstand that there is nothing to be
ashamed of.

My daughter of eight years old keeps me
going by telling me "mommy | love you, you
are beautiful, these words make me feel

better and keep me going. | pray that my
son will come back to me and say "mommy
I love you too", and my family to know that
| can live healthy.

| want them to be part of me when

I'm in pain, to comfort me. Alii need is also
to help other people who are living with
HIV/Aids and to share their pain and
loneliness.

Rosaline is an active member of the
Women! turn up the volume! Committee
in Atlantis and is part of the Who's News?
Women and Democracy Project currently
taking place in the Western Cape.

4 N

UNAIDS - Joint united Nations
Programmes on HIV Aids
www.unaids.org

Useful links

Medical Research Council South  Africa

www.mrc.ac.za

Statistics South Africa
www.statssa.gov.za

Love life

w.lovelife.org.za

South Africa HIV and Aids estimates, end 2003*

* Source UNAIDS

Adult (15-49) HIV prevalence rate

Adults (15-49) living with HIV

Adults and children (0-49) living with HIV
Women (15-49) living with HIV

AIDS deaths (adult s and children) in 2003

21.5% (range: 18.5%-24.9%)

5100 000 (range: 4 300 000-5 900 000)
5 300 000(range: 4 500 000-6 200 000)
2 900 000(range: 2 500 000-3 300 000)
370 000(range: 270 000-520 000)




In 1998 The Refugee Act was passed. It is
legislation that provides asylum in South
Africa to refugees who have been displaced
due to conflict and war.

According to the Act, refugees are entitled
to seek employment, access to education
and benefit from the rights enshrined in
Chapter 2 of our Constitution.

Many of these refugees come in search of
a better life in the hope that they can use
their skills, earn money and provide for their
families in the safety of a country that has
recognised their right to asylum.

Instead they are often faced with hostility
from South Africans who regard them with
suspicion. This fear of foreign immigrants,
commonly referred to as ‘xenophobia’, is
exacerbated by inflammatory statements
and unsubstantiated comments. Political
leaders have not helped the situation by
references to illegal ‘aliens’ and promoting
the notion that they are competing with
fellow South Africans for scarce resources.

A number of social ills are ascribed to
migrants from other African countries,
including escalating crime and even the
spread of diseases.

In her paper, “Refugees, Safety and
Xenophobia in South African Cities: The
role of Local Government”, Ingrid Palmary
writes how the same stereotypes are not
applied (or not to the same extent) to other
immigrant communities. “Foreigners from
other continents on the other hand are seen
to be in South Africa for legitimate reasons
such as tourism or economic investment.”

As a result of these perceptions immigrants
have been victim to verbal and physical
abuse. The Cape Town Refugee Centre has
identified an increase in attacks on foreigners
in the past few years.

Freddy Nkosi from the Planned Parenthood

Association of South Africa (PPASA), an
organisation that works with refugees,
confirmed the prevalence of xenophobia,
particularly in the township areas.

Freddy recalls an incident in which a refugee
and entrepreneur with his own stall,
apprehended two boys trying to steal his
goods. His intention was to take them to
the police station, but some of the locals
intervened and told the business owner to
“go back to his country”.

Contrary to perception about immigrants in
the example above, recent research
conducted in Gauteng has shown that
SMME's and hawking operations create an
average of 3 jobs per business. “This begins
to challenge the notion that street traders,
in particular, somehow undermine efforts to
provide formal employment to South
Africans”. (www.csvr.org.za).

Mohammed Nuur came to South Africa from
Somalia in 1996 with his parents. Says
Nuur, “When | arrived here | studied my
primary school in Port Elizabeth, | used to
fight a lot because other kids called me
names”. He never completed his primary
education and decided to look for a job.

“We don't get decent jobs because of the
papers given to us by Home Affairs. Even
if we get jobs, we are not paid the same as
South Africans who are doing the same
work.” All Nuur wants is to be treated as an
equal, with the respect and dignity to live a
normal life.

Internationally the problems faced by
immigrants are similar. The Global
Commission on International Migration
(GCIM) believe that it is not migration, but
the way it is governed that should be under
scrutiny.

In Migration in an Interconnected World:
New Directions for Action (www.gcim.org)
the GCIM reports on how the international
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community has failed to realise the full
potential of international migration and has
not dealt sufficiently with the opportunities
and challenges it presents.

It is interesting to note the statistics of migrant
women globally. Almost half the world’s
international migrants are women (48,6%).
Some 51% of migrant women live in the
developed world, compared with 49% in the
developing world. There are more female
than male international migrants in Latin
America and the Caribbean, North America,
Oceania, Europe and the former USSR.

Human Rights First report that, “In addition
to the appalling sexual abuse suffered by
female refugees at the hands of fellow
refugees, host security forces, and bandits,
women are clearly under-represented within
refugee structures, and enjoy little or no
effective participation in decision-making
processes.”

(www.humanrightsfirst.org/pubs/descriptio
ns/africa.exe.htm). It is therefore imperative
that women be brought into policy and
decision making in addressing the problems
faced by migrant women.

In their working document on Gender
Awareness Training Directives for South
African Immigration Officials, Lee Anne de
la Hunt and Helen Moffett identified the
need for officials to have access to new
kinds of information when dealing with the
needs of female asylum seekers.

“An interviewer may have all the political
facts concerning a country of origin at his
fingertips, while remaining unaware of the
status of women in this country, and the
specific impact of persecution on its female
citizens”.

Continues on page 16 ...
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... continues from page 15 because of their association with their spouse or family, for example,
the wife or daughter of a political activist.

De La Hunt and Moffett point out how critical is to understand that

women may be persecuted because of their gender. They may be at For more information go to: www.

risk for "conventional" reasons (because of their political activities or gueensu.ca/samp/sampresources/migrationdocuments/documents/

religion, for example), but they are also vulnerable to specific kinds 2000/4.htmn

of harm, such as rape or sexual torture.

“Rape in particular is on the rise as a tactic of warfare (this has been
seen in the Iraqgi invasion of Kuwait, in Rwanda, and in the former
Yugoslavia). Rape during times of war or civil unrest can no longer be
assumed to be the random acts of individuals.”

Endemic to some countries are cultural practises that harm women
because of a dominant culture that favours men. In many of these
societies women have no rights to education, careers and are legally
and economically disenfranchised.

“Cultural practices that place women in danger include female genital
mutilation, widow-burning (the practice of sati), dowry murders, forced
marriages (particularly those involving very young girls), honour killings
(the execution of women believed to have "shamed" their families),
the killing of female infants, and so on.”

For De La Hunt and Moffett, it is important to consider the following
when dealing with women asylum seekers:

Women many require asylum in their own right, which may be different
from that of their spouse’s reasons. They may however face persecution

to all our Interns, Staff and Partcipants who contributed to the newsletter, including Aniela Gella,

. Jackie Lagus, Yvette Erkens, Siyabulela Tiyo, Judith Smith, Gertrude Petrus, Nicky Van der

A blg Walt, Siraj Jamal, Ernesto Vialva, Nobuntu Nene, Martin Stevens, Charles Omoga, Crystal Van
Wyk, Elaine Marquez Nogueira and Rosaline Victor.

thank you!
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